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1. Who were the 2 groups of people that come to listen to Jesus? What

were they like? Who did they represent in the parable? pp. 9-10

2. Who is Jesus directing this parable to? Is it different from how you

originally thought? pp.11-13

3. Was Jesus for religion, irreligion, or neither? Why do both religious and

irreligious life paths lead to a dead end? pp. 13-16

4. (Read/look over Luke 7, John 3-4, and Luke 19) Why is it that the

“outcasts,” in Luke 7, John 3-4, and Luke 19, connect with Jesus and not

the religious person? pp. 17-18

5. Why does the author say that, “If the preaching of our ministers and the

practice of our parishioners do not have the same effect on people that

Jesus had, then we must not be declaring the same message that Jesus

did.” pp. 18-19

CHAPTER 01
The People Around Jesus



NOTES

Take Away

Both the “tolerant progressive” person and “religious moralist”

are lost apart from God’s scandalous grace.



1. Why would the original audience have been appalled by the younger

son asking for his inheritance immediately? pp. 20-21

2. Why was the response of the Father even more startling? pp. 21-23

3. What did the younger son do with the wealth? What was his plan to

come back home? Why? pp. 24-25

4. What was the Father’s response when he first saw his younger son

coming back home? pp. 25-27

5. What is the specific message about God’s love and forgiveness that

challenges the elder brothers? pp. 27-28

6. Why is the elder brother so furious? pp. 29-31

7. How does the elder bother utterly disrespect his father? p. 31

8. What is the Father’s response to the elder brother? Who is Jesus

ultimately pleading with and why? pp. 31-33

CHAPTER 02
The Two Lost Sons



NOTES

Take Away

God’s grace is not fair... and thank God that it isn’t.



1. What are the 2 majority ways that people live? What does each side

say of the other? pp. 34-39

2. How were both sons more alike on the inside than it looked on the

outside? How do I relate in my own life? pp. 39-43

3. How can careful obedience be really a way to rebel against God? pp.

43-49

4. What does the author say sin ultimately is? pp. 49-51

5. How is the Gospel all together different from the 2 ways of living? pp.

51-53

6. Though both sons’ paths of life are wrong, why is it that the elder-

bother Pharisee is a more spiritually desperate condition? pp. 53-54

CHAPTER 03
Redefining Sin



NOTES

Take Away

The Gospel offers something completely different than any

worldly way of living could ever imagine.



1. How does the elder-brother respond to suffering? pp. 56-60

2. How does competitive comparison lead to self-righteousness and

ultimately oppression? pp. 60-62

3. How is a self-righteous person ultimately unable to forgive? pp. 62-65

4. Why is the elder-brother’s “good life” “slavish, joyless drudgery”? pp.

65-72

5. How does the elder-brother use prayer? What should a proper prayer

life look like? pp. 72-74

6. Why are so many younger-brother’s created by their interaction with

elder-brothers? pp. 74-78

7. Is Jesus exaggerating about the younger and elder brothers in this

parable? Why or why not? pp. 78-81

CHAPTER 04
Redefining Lostness



NOTES

Take Away

Ultimate forgiveness starts with knowing forgiveness is needed.



1. What is the first thing that must happen for anyone to be saved? How

can we tell if this is happening or has happened? pp. 82-84

2. How is the repentance or a true Christian different from the

repentance of an elder-brother/Pharisee? pp. 85-88

3. Read Luke 15:1-10. What is the difference between these two parables

and the parable we have been studying? pp. 89-91

4. Why would it ultimately be at the expense of the elder-brother to bring

the younger-brother home? pp. 91-94

5. Who is our “true elder-brother”? What price did He pay for us to be

brought back into God’s family? pp. 94-96

6. How does the Gospel (the Good News of Christ’s sacrifice on our

behalf) change our hearts? What does that changed heart eliminate and

create? pp. 96-100

CHAPTER 05
The True Elder Brother



NOTES

Take Away

At the ultimate expense of His life, the “True Elder-Brother” has

come after us to bring us home to the Father.



1. Do you ever have that desire to be “truly” home? Why does nothing in

this life truly satisfy that longing? pp. 101-107

2. What home were we created for? How did we (mankind) mess that us?

How is this similar to the parable we have been studying? pp.107-108

3. How does the narrative of the Bible (and our own lives) a pattern of

exile? pp. 108-109

4. What are the 2 barriers keeping us from a true homecoming? pp. 110-

112

5. What did Israel expect the Messiah to do to bring them “home”? What

did Jesus actually do? pp. 112-114

6. How is the feast in the parable similar to the feast in Revelation 19?

What is the promised hope that we have for eternity because of Christ’s

victory over death, decay, and disorder through His death and

resurrection? pp. 114-117

CHAPTER 10
Redefining Hope



NOTES

Take Away

Jesus did what was never expected to bring us back to the home

we could have never dreamed of.



1. Why did Jesus choose to make water into wine His first miracle? pp. 119-

120

2. Why is it crucial for us to not just believe in an abstract concept of

God’s mercy, but experience it? pp. 121-123

3. How is our salvation material? What do we look forward to? pp. 123-

124

4. Why is Christianity the “smelling salts” to suffering and injustice in the

world? pp. 125-127

5. What is the difference between “Religion” and “The Gospel”? Why are

we never finished with The Gospel Message? pp. 129-135

6. What are the 2 edges to salvation by sheer grace? How does an

unchanged life reveal a lack of understanding of grace? pp. 135-139

7. Why can we not “get to know Jesus better” by ourselves? pp. 139-143

8. How is Jesus the ultimate answer to the story the Dinesen is trying to

tell? pp. 143-149

CHAPTER 07
The Feast of the Father



NOTES

Take Away

The hope that we have for eternity by God’s sheer grace is not

just future, but something that changes our life now.



NOTES



NOTES



@CollegeGolfFellowship


